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DISCUSSES POLISH LIQUIDATION OF GERMAN PRCPERTY

The procedure for handling and appraising German property in Poland has not
vet heen established The Pelish law treats such property as the abandoned and
sequestered property of persons who have left the country, or as the real and
personal property of Polish nationals whose assets were confiscated during the
wir, or later by the occupation forces. All these property groups were turned
over *n the liquidations offices for temporary custody and edministration in
accordance with the law of 6 May 1945 (Dziennik Ustaw, No 17,.Item 97).

Because of the diversity of problems arising in verlous parts of the country,
a final decision regarding the evaluation of property belonging to German nationals
and othnic Germens hec been delayed. The regulations concerning them have fre-
anently changed. The basic decree of 8 March 1946, govérning aBandoneo. German prop-
erty has been rewritten repeatedly (Dziennik Ustaw, No 13, Item 87). The decree
provides that former German property shall pass into the de jure possession of
the Polish State. Administiation of the properties referred to has been assigned

to the liquidation offices under the Jjurisdiction of the Minister of Finance.

The liquidation offices also administer the property of ethnic Germans, i.e.,
Polish nationals who declared their allegiance to Germany during the war and
whosz assets have not been returned.

Practices governing the meanagement of properties still under “he control
of the liquidation offices sre not uniform. The implementation irectives prom-
iged’ in conpection with the decree of 8 March 1946 have not yet been issued.
Thus, a provisional ruling had to be passed by the Chairman of the Polish Coun-
cil of Ministers of 11 July 1946 pertaining to the utilization of abandoned prop-
erty and German assets. (Dziennik Ustaw, No 113, Item 206).

The law of 30 January 1948 was another attempt at a partial ruling govern-
ing the conversion to state ownership of certain types of property (Dziemnik .
Ustaw, No 10, Item 75). However, this law contributed little to the clarifica-
tion of this complex problem. .
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Tre courrent situation 16 28 follows: The large German enterprises --
Lpaofar as thay nave been renctivated -- have been subordinated to the central

of the industries or to the Airectorates of the local indus-
Fwimn Mest of tbe swmall German enterprises have been rented out by the liguida-
trom affices or turned over (against payment) to former admin’strative commissars .
wed TEner privats indrviduals Tn recent years, enterprises have also been *
takarn over by cooperatives A uumber of destroyed business properties have not
ween as2d, since no ame wartsd to take them over, a.d the actuasl management of
ents doOes ~ome upder the jurisdiction of the liquidation

affices Mast residentinl huildivgs formerly owned by Germens 8re now under

~owpmnuna) fdmrnistration

aiministratlons

wurk estabine

Pataah Council of Ministers of 10 March 1950 and a
ce pn C7 April 1950, governing the manage-
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der sen issued hv the MrorsTrv o T
vEr r‘rym>~ of propertv unda- the ~ontral of the liquidation offices,

jurizdictien in the administration of real estate which

ver to the companities  Hnder this decree =211 improved real

ta tne copmunity admivistrations The Minister of

various percels of real property from comunal admin-

to corporate bolies oY sccial organieatious

ment o

tzon of t

Flarafted oo

ot

s to he transfevred
Communs’ Economy 17 vemcve
1stration and transfer them

Commitfecs of experts set up by the lijuidation offices decide whether or
not an enterprise 1§ to be utilized in the plunned economy. If so, the liquida-
tron offs affar syl anterprizes ©o private busipess Obsolete equipment is
Aismantled and scrapped . Former Gernan pharmacies and stocks of pharmaceuticels
are not subjert to rvis regulatiom they must be turped over 'to the Cedtrosan

Furshasing Cffice

c1aims of ethnic Germans will be dealt with according to
since discrimination against these who fiave.been "verified"
accorded the same status as Polish nationals.

Presumably the
general prainciples,
bag bhsen 1ifted and Thay are

By a dacree of the Ceuns1l of Mintsters dsted 3 June 1950 {Dziennik Ustaw,
No 24, Ttem 23}, rezl te exproprizteld by the state is classed either as
"privileged" or “capiralistic « " The lsw sets up varying indemnities for these
two types of property  The "privilaged" group comprises small and medium-sized ~
farms, pravets hores, nurseries, Duildings of up to ten rooms, etc. The “"cap-
stalistic” group ncludes farm buildings worth in excess of 100,000 zlotys at
+the current rate of exrhange and urban housss ofgmare than tep rooms. The
scale of taxatiop 15 dependent on the type of propertv, the purpose it serves,
the social status of the OVDBAT, and the size of the expropriated property.

Indemnities up to 5,000 zlotys =2re paysble within 6 months; larger amounts
will be paid in monthly ipstallments of 250-500 zlotys. Advance payments may
be arrznged if the smount thus recelved is to be used for buildingihouses of up
to ten rooms or for the purchase of farms, or in the event of economic hardships.

Accordiug to Przeglad Ustawodawstws Gospodarczego, the decree aims at the
liquidation of capitalist clements in all spheres of the economy.
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